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Abstract  Picea abies is one of the important tree species that can be found 
in the parks and green spaces of the town of Timisoara. Picea abies trees 
existed in Timisoara for a long time, and there are still beautiful trees 
belonging to these species today. With its great hight, pleasent shape, the 
tree attracts the attention wherever it is, in parks, lanes, streets, yards. You 
can find Picea abies trees in many parts of the town. They attract the attention 
especially in the winter, as green spots in the town. The present study tries to 
locate the most important trees situated in central parks of the town in main 
urban green areas.   
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Picea Genus 
The 40 members of this genius of evergreen conifers 
originate in the cool-temperate regions of the northern 
hemisphere where there are deep pockets of moist, 
rich, acidic, freely draining soil. Sometimes reaching 
an impressive 66m in height, they develop a stiff, 
narrow, conical, sometimes columnar growth habit 
with short, horizontal to upward-pointing branches. 
The leaves are arranged spirally on short pegs and their 
color varies from bright to glaucous blue. Able to 
withstand strong winds, they bear large cones which 
hang downwards, distinguishing the genus from 
superficially similar firs (Abies). The slow growth and 
contorted habit of some cultivars make them ideal 
bonsai specimens; others are prostrate and make 
excellent ground covers. This genus produces valuable 
timber, plus pitch and turpentine. It grows well in full 
sun, deep moist but well-drained, neutral to acid soil. 
Propagate from seeds or cuttings in fall (autumn) or by 
grafting. They do not survive transplanted when large, 
nor grow well in heavily polluted environments. They 
may be prone to attack from aphids, red spider mites 
and, in warm, humid climates, fungal infections.  
Picea abies(L.) Karst [P.excelsior (Lam.) Link] 
European Spruce, Common Spruce) 
Native to Scandinavia where it can grow to nearly 
60m, but less in cultivation, this is one of the 
traditional Christmas trees in Europe. Its straight trunk 
is covered in red-brown, maturing to reddish, bark 
which it sheds in scales. The leaves are dark green and 
rectangular and reddish cigar-shaped cones, erect at 
first, become pendulous and grow to 20cm long. Dwarf 
shrubby cultivars have usually been propagated from 
witches’ brooms, a tight clump of congested foliage 

that sometimes appears on the plant. Shallow rooted, 
the European spruce can be upended by strong winds.  
Justitie Park (Park of Justice) is situated in center of 
Timisoara, near the town hall, in an area surrounded by 
large boulevards and on one part by the river Bega. 
The park has nice old trees of different species, while 
the grassy areas are smaller in size. There are few 
monuments too. The total surface of the Picea abies 
trees crowns is 47,69m2. There are 15 individuals 
belonging to this species in the park. Their ages are 
between 30 and 40 years. Their average height is 
between 10 and 12m. The diameter of the tree crowns 
is 3m. The trees are situated mainly in the 
neighbourhood of surrounding buildings, in the vicinity 
of the building of the Politechnic Institute used by the 
Faculty of Hydrotechnics.  
Copiilor (Childrens) Park is situated in Timisoara on 
the bank of the river Bega near the center of the town.  
It has nice old trees of different species and used to 
have playgrounds for children. There are 20 Picea 
abies in the park, aged between 20 and 40 years. The  
height of the trees is between 10 and 15m. The total 
surface of the tree crowns is 209,31 m2. The diameter 
of the crowns is 4 to 6m. The Picea abies are between 
the old trees of the park, but are valuable and are 
located in different parts of the green space.  
Rozelor Park (Roses park) is a rose garden. It is 
situated on the bank of the river Bega. It has nice roses, 
trees, and many little monuments, benches, other 
facilities. There are 8 Picea abies trees in the park, the 
total surface of the tree crowns is 12,95m2 , the ages of 
the trees are between 20 and 30 years, the medium 
height of the trees is 4m, the average diameter of the 
tree crowns is 3m.  
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Centrul Civic (Civic Center) Park, is situated in the 
center of Timisoara, behind Bega Store House. The 
green space appeared forty years ago, when the region 
was rebuilt after the demolition of an old building. 
There are 41 Picea abies trees in the park. The Picea 
abies are 30 to 40 years old, 13 to 20 m high. The total 
surface of the crowns is 231,58 m2. The diameter of the 
tree trunks is between 3 and 5m. The trees were 
planted all over the green space. When the park was 
created 40 years ago the tree species were mixed 
equally in the whole area. Civic Center Park is rather a 
transit area than a place where people come to walk in 
their free time. 
Alpinet Park is situated on the banks of the river Bega. 
It is a nice park with a great variety of species nicely 
disposed along the river bank.  There are 4 Picea abies 
trees in the park. The total surface of the tree crowns is 
15,90m2.  The trees are aged between 20 and 30 years. 
The height of the trees is 2-3m. The diameter of the 
tree crowns is between 4 and 6m. The trees are situated 
near Splaiul Tudor Vladimirescu alley.  
Though Picea abies trees can be found in many parts 
of the town, on the side of lanes, in parks, in alleys, it 
is not among the most common species. Picea abies 
trees represent a great ecological and esthetic value 
wherever they are located, and can be distinguished 
easily from the mass of other trees by shape, 
dimensions and colour. Picea abies trees are between 
most decorative trees of Timisoara, and are more 
common in central and well to do areas of the town. It 
can be rarely seen in poorer area and in the outskirts. 
Picea abies trees might have problems in adapting to 
certain areas, but the present study shows that they are 
present in smaller or greater number in various points 
of the town.  
 
Results and Discussions 
 
Picea abies is a valuable species, present in many 
green spaces of Timisoara. The individuals are often 
conspicuous and contribute a lot to the outlook of 

certain urban areas. There are trees which are very old 
and have a great visual and ecological value, while 
others are younger. Generally the most beautiful trees 
are the old ones. Picea abies are not present in all 
important parks of Timisoara, but can be found in 
many. Their numbers and importance are variable. The 
individuals are sometimes concentrated near building 
or streets, where have been planted years ago with a 
special purpose. Their numbers vary very much from 
one green space to another, beginning from a couple of 
individuals to as many as 40-50 individuals. The trees 
are generally well adapted to the local conditions, 
though these are not ideal for them. In our country 
usual this species may be found in mountain areas over 
600m to 1200m, with lower temperatures and more 
humidity.  In Timisoara there are nice spruces although 
the climate is different. 
 
Conclusions 
 
1.Picea abies  trees are present in many parks of 
Timisoara, but not in all of them.   
2.The trees have ages up to 80 years and according 
features. They represent a great ecologic and esthetic 
value wherever they are.  
3.In Timisoara can be found nice Eurepean spruce trees 
although the climate is not the same as in the natural 
area. 
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